Extraction of RNA and polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
Total cellular RNA was isolated using the TRIzol Reagent (Invitrogen) following the manufacturer's instructions. Briefly, single-stranded cDNA synthesis was performed with 2 μg total RNA using an oligo(dT)18primer and the Omniscript Reverse Transcriptase(Qiagen, Germany). Gene-specific primers for HMGB1, HMGN1 and GAPDH were designed using Primer 3, a web-based primer design tool. The mRNA levels of HMGB1, HMGN1 and GAPDH were determined by PCR using the following primers: HMGN1sense 5'-AAG GAA GAG CCC AAG AGG AG-3', HMGN1 antisense 5'-AGTCTTCGTTTCCCCGTTTT-3', GAPDH sense 5'-GAGTCAACGGATTTGGTCGT-3', and GAPDH antisense5'-GACAAGCTTCCCGTTCTCAG-3'.
PCR was performed usingPusion High-Fidelity DNA polymerase (Thermo Scientific). The cycling conditions were as follows: 35 cycles of 95°C for 10 s, 49°C for 20 s and 72°C for 20s. For quantification, each sample was normalized tohuman GAPDH as a reference. 
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